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ro TAS SHED EK: 
I AM ſenſible, that a treatiſe of this kind, will not be eaſily 
receiued by every: ' T religious pro effors are 
fo unhappily divided, with refpef to the prmaples of. ts 
The reaſom why & Pitce of this nature ir 


od by fake; 
becauſe they ſuppoſe it to be an unfair way, to write rd dintogi/- 
tical form: For they ſay, the Author will put no arguments into 
the mouth of his adverſary, but ſuch as he can readily anſwer, 

But I will afſure the reader, that I have put all the, Corfemon, 
objections, both of te Predeſtinarians and Arminians, into the 
mouths of the diſputants, and endeavored to ſtate their argu - 
ments fairly on both ſides the queſtion. 

It is alſo objecked, that controverfies about the principles of 
religion, rather tend to exaſperate, and prejudice the minds of 
the populace ; and therefore with reſpect᷑ to principles, it is the 
b:jt way to- think and let think.” | ; 

7 a»fwer, that the. Apoſtle Jude ſays, * We ought to 
contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered unto the 
Saints.” And I cannot imagine that it will do us any harm 
to hear all the arguments we can, on both fides the controverſy; 
and afterwards we can but * Think and let think.“ 

Tie futjeft is recommended to the confideration of Chriſtians 
in general, Only the arguments of the Predeſtinarians and 
Arminians are advanced, and the determination thereof, left to 
tne judgment of the candid reader. ' Therefore, after it is read 
and conſedered, the reader is at liberty to embrace that opinion 
which carries the moſt ſcripture and reaſon in it. After all, 
HF any of theſe unreaſonable objeftions, ſhould prevert any man 

4 rom reading this book, and thereby rob imſelf of the good it 
igt otherwiſe do, at his door be the fir, I all jay not ing 
more of wheat is here publiſhed, but this: Ne deſtre of doing 
good, has been tlie occaſion of this publication. With all poſſi bie 
humility and thankfullneſs { acknowledge and believe, 1 havs 


| Fad the aſiſtance of God in writing, and I cannot but hope for 
fucceſs, And with the comfort and confidence of this, I chear- 


. , . 8 
# uy fend it into the world, not concerned at all at the oppofe- 
ezon it may meet with from the infermities and unworthinefs 97 
75 Tut hoy 7 __ þ * 
* om, dear Reader, | 
| Jour Soul se, avifher, 
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CALVINISM as ARMINIANISM 
DISPLAYED, ac. 
The FIRST DIALOUGE. 


FED IR, I underſtand you hold, That God befote 
Arminian. time ordained all things which do come to pats 
in time. 1 5 

Predeſtinarian. From whom did you get your information? 

Arm. I have been informed fo by ſeveral perſons of good 
character: And is it not in your confeſſion of faith, © That 
God ordained whatever comes to paſs?” | 

Pred, Perſons who are oppoſite in their opinion to us, are 
very apt to cenſure us all, for the faith of /ome, and to miſinter- 
pret, and lay wrong conſtructions upon theſe ſentiments: But 
if it is in our con /n, we only mean what the Apoſtle Paul 
meant by that ſayirg, Epheſ 1 11. Who qvorketh all things 
according to the counſel of bis onun vill. 

Arm. Then according to that doctrine, God muſt be the 
author of fin, nay God muſt decree that the Angels and Adam 
ſhould fall from their rectitude, and al] actual fin is only the 
fulfiling of God's irrevocable decree ; and therefore there can be 
no blame in the world, fince man cannot be blamed for fulfiling 
God's decree or appointment, =. | 

Pred, Two extremes generhlly meet in the middle. J am for 
3 medium. For wy part, I believe there is a diſtinction to be 
made between the abſolute deeree of God, and his permiſhve de- 
cree. The abſoſute decree is, his fore-appgintment to fave and 


deliver his people from wrath and everlaſting miſery z together 


with all things neceſſary thereto. His permiſſive decree is, bis 
fore-appointment to allow or permit a!) other things which 
come to paſs, g 
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Arm, I cannot be reconciled to the principle of predeſtination 
ax fore-appointment in any reſpect. 

Pred. Then you cannot be reconciled to the ſcriptures: For 
we read, Rom. viii. 30, Moreover whom he did predeſlinate, 


them he alſo called; and whom he called, them be alſo juſtiſied, 


&c. Ephe. i. 5. Having predeſtinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good plea- 
ſure of his will, 1 Thes. v 9. For God has not appointed us 


to wrath: But fo obtain ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, Acts. xiii, 


48. And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. By 
theſe ſcriptures may be ſeen clearly, without ſpectacles, that 
predeſlination is a ſcripture doctrine; and by an irrevocable de · 
cree, God has appointed ſome to ſalvation, whoſe ſalvation is 
undoubtedly made ſure, 

Arm. Theſe proofs you have brought, only reſpe& the ſalra- 
tion of God's people: But can you prove God has ordained 
any thing elſe ? 

Pred. Yes, God has ordained a day of Judgment, Acts, xvii, 
31. Becauſe he hath ,d a day, in the which he will judge 


the word. He has ordained the places or habitations where we 


ſhould Ewell, Ads, xvii. 25. And hath made of one blood all 
nations of men, to dweil on the face of the earth. and hath de- 
termined the tines before appointed, and the bounds of their 


Habitation. 


The Lord appointed or ordained Iſase's wife, Gen, xxiv. 44. 
Let the ſame be the woman whom the Lord hath pointed out 
for my maker's ſon. Again he has appointed our afflictiona, 1. 


Theſ. iti, 3. That no man f: ould be moved by theſe aſſſictions: 


For yourſelves know that we are apt ont: thereunto. He alſo 
appointed or decreed the death of Chriſt, and the means to effe&t 
it, Acts, iv. 27, 28. For of a truth, again{ thy holy child 
Jeſus, whom thou has annointed, both Herod, and Pontius 


Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoj-le of Iſrael, were gathered 


together, for to do whatſo-: ver thy hand and counſel determined 
fo be done. And further he ordained Pan! to be a preacher, Acts, 
IX. 15. But the Lord ſaid unto him, go thy way for he is a 
choſen weſſel to hear my name hefore the Gentiles and Kings of 
the earth. 1. Tim. ii, 7. Where unto Jem ordained à preachers 
and an Apoſtle, The Lord alſo ordained Jeremiah to de a pre- 
phet, and that before he was born, Jer. 2. 3. Before I formed 
thee in the belly, I knew thee; And before thou cameſt forth out 
of the womb J antifd thee, and I ordained thee a Propbtt 
unto 


1 


unto the nations. And laſtly he appointed or ordamed death, 
and the time when we ſhould die, Heb. ix. 27. And as it is 
appointed unto men once to die. Job. xiv. 5. Seeing his days 
are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou 
haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. Alſo verſe 14. All 
the days of my appointed time will I want tail my change come. 

Arm. I cannot think that the particular time of every man's 
death was ordained: Becauſe we read, Iſa. xxxviii. 5. The 
Lord added fifteen Years to the days of Hezekiah. Alto Pſalm, 
Iv. 23, Bloody and deceitful men ſhall not live out haf their 

dars. And it is very unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that God appointed 
the time, when all thoſe thould die, who are ſo unfortunate as to 
come to untimety ends. 5 = | 

Pred, It is true, the ſcripture does ſay, God added fifteen 
years to the days of Hezekiah ; but then we mult not imagine, tt 
God firſt decreed, or fixed a time for him to die, and afterwards 
altered his mind, and added fifteen years more to his life: For 
this would ſuppoſe God a changeable being, like unto man: 
whereas the ſcripture ſays “ he is in one mind and who can turn 
him.“ But by its being ſaid, “ he added fifteen years to his 
days,“ we are to underitand that thoſe years were added to the 
days which he had already lived, and not to thoſe which God 
had appointed he ſhould live. 

And where the Pſalmiſt ſays, ““ the wicked ſhall not live out 
balf their days, we are to underſtand the days which they ex. 
pected to lid. And touching thoſe, who come to untimely ends, 
as I told you before, there is a diſtinction to be made between 
the abfolute decree of God, and his permiſſive decree ; ſo by 
his ab/lut? decree he has ordained and appointed the time when 
they ſhall die, and the manner of their deaih comes under the 
government of his permighue decree. 

Arm. But I believe that if perſons would uſe a proper regula- 
rity, bothin morals and temperance, they would many times pre- 
vent thoſe contingencics, and {o lengthen out their lives greatly. 
Pred. Ey the jamie rule, if perſons would uſe the means pro- 
perly, they could live e/ways; For the means which would pre- 
vent death at one time, might at ancther, or at leaſt ſome other 
means would, if properly zpplied ; therefore perſonas would ne- 
ver die if proper rat ans were uſed, which is abſurd to imagine. 

Arm As you iaid before, © that God has appointed ſome to 


ſalvation, wiok ſalvation is undoubred}y made ſure, then cer- 
gtainlavou, hold that God abſolu:ely pred:ſtinated the reſt to ever. 


Ming damm ation? Fre. 
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Pred. I find you are ſtiil running the matter into extremes. I 
am for a juſt mediocrity in all things. I allow God has appointed 
and ordained ſome to everlaſting life, who ſhall be ablolutely 
faved ; whilſt in juſtice he has left the reſt to act in their perni « 
cions ways, and permits them to continue therein to their own 
deitruction. | 

Arm. Have you any ſcriptures to prove this particular, un. 
conditional, eternal election? 

Pred. Yes. 

Arm. Namethem. . 

Pred, As touching the doctrine of election, we have many 
ſeriptures which will prove that God has an elect number; as 
Iſa. lxv. 9 And I will bring forth a ſeed out of Jacob, and out 
of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: And mine ele hall in- 
herit it. Verſe 22. Mine ele ſhall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. Again it is ſaid, Mat. xxiv. 22. For the elect's fake 
thoſe days thall be ſhortened. Verſe 24. Deceive it it were pol» 
fible the very ele. Verſe 32. Gather together his ee from the 
Four winds. Luke xviii. 7. And ſhall not God avenge his own 
tlect, which cry day and night unto tim? Rom. vin. 33, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's clect? Col. iii. 12. 
Put on therefore (as the ele of God, holy and beloved) bowels 
of mercies, &c. 2 Tim. ii. 20. Therefore I endure all things 
for the elect's ſake. Tit. i. 1. According to the faith of God's 
tlect. 1 Pet. i. 2. Ele according to the foreknowledge of Ged. 
Alſo Rom. ix. 11. That the purpoſe of God according to elec- 
tion might ſtand, Rom. xi. 5. A remnant according to the elec - 
tion of grace, Verſe 7, The election has obtained it, and the reſt 
were blinded. Verſe 28. Touching the electtan they are beloved 
for the father's ſake. Alſo x Cor. i. 27. But God hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of the world, to confound the wife. James i', 
5. Hearken my beloved brethren, hath not God choſzx the poor 
of this world, rich in faith. Rev. xvii. 14. And they that are 
with him, are called, and choſen, and faithful. John xvit. 2. 
As thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 
eternal life to as many as thou haſt given him. By theſe ſerip- 
tures it appears very plainly that God has an ele number; and 
it as plainly appears that | | 

Here Arminian interrupted him in his diſcourſe, and ſaid, 

Arm We believe as well as you, that God has an ele&t-num- 
ber: But herein we differ. You believe that God elected and 
thoſe 2 certain number to life before the foundation of the — ; 


c 
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and I bthieve de Forgſarw who would b45ieve and thoſe he choſe 


to eternal life, | 
Pred. That was what I was going to ſay, I believe that 
election is eternal, and unconditional on the creature's part: For 
the ſcripture tays, Ephe. i, 4, According as he has choſen us in 
him, before the foundation of the quorla, that we ſhould be holy, 
and without blame betore him in love. OFſerve the Apoltle does 
not ſay, He choſt us hecauiie we were holy and without blame: 
bat that we Night be ſo. Alto Mat. xxv. 34. Come, ve bleſſed 
of my father, inherit (not merit) the kingdom prepared for you 
Tnot only ſiuce you were converted and turned good) but from 
the ſoundatiing of the world. Again 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath 
faved us and called us, with an holy calling, not according to 
our works; but according to his own purpote and grace, which 
we e given us in Chriſt Jelus ere the world began John xv. 


16. Ye have not cheſen me, but I have choſen you, and ordained 


— that you ſhouid go and bring forth fruit, 2 Theſſ. 11, 13. 
ut we are bound to give thanks alw2y to God for you, brethren, 
becauſe God hath from the beginning co/en you to ſalvation 
throu h ſantt.ication of the ſpirit, aud belief of rhe truth. Rev. 
xvii, 8. And they that dwell on the earth ſhal! wonder, (whoſe 
names were not written in the Book of Life from the /oundation 
of the world.) Rev. xx. 16. And whoſoever was not found 
noritten in the Book of Life, was caſt into the lake of fice. 
Theſe are they whom the ſcriptures call God's ele&, choſen, 
precious, &c. and the perſons for whom Chriſt died. 
Arm. We read, Rom. iv. 17, That God called thoſe things 
which be not, as though they avere. And, Rev. 8, 17. Jeſus 
Chriſt is called a lamb lain from the foundation of the world. 
Fred What's that to the purpoſe ? 


Arm. As God foreſaw who would rebent and believe, fo he, 


before the foundation of the world, intended in time to elect 
end ordain them to lite upon the condition of their faith and re- 
pentance; therefore he did not actually ordain them to lite before 


the foundation of the world, but intended to doit in time. And in 


this ſenſe God calls things which be not as though they were. 
Pred. Is not this «wre/ling the ſcripture to all intents and 
purpoſes ? is there one of theſe ſcriptures, I have repeated, which 


will prove that God did not actually ordain ſome to life before 


the foundation of the world, but intended to do it when they be- 


them upon ine condition of their Jai: and repentance q oo 
8 10 
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Jieved? Or, which of them intimates that he intended to ele 
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not the ſeripture ſay, * He ſaved us, and called us, with 


h ly calling, not according to our works, but, according to hig 
o. purpole and graces which were given us in Chriſt Jeſus before 


the world began!“ Does bis look like as if God intended to 
e ect them when they turned good, and therefore called things 
wach be not as though they were? | | 

Arm. Well, how are we to un derſtand that ſcripture which 
ſays, „ God calls things which be not, as though they were?“ 
Su eiy jt muſt have ſome meaning. 

Pred. Do you thi k this ſcripture was ſpoken on a particu- 
lar occaſion; or do you think it is to be taken in the general? 

Arm, I mult confeſs, I believe it was {poken upon a partis 
cular occaſion ; but it may refer to paſſages in general for what 
I know. 

Pred. The meaning of the Apoſtle is, that “ Abraham 
looked upon Sarah's bedy, and his own, as good as dead; tor 
the was barren aud paſt bearing, and he an hundred years ol 
and paſt all hopes of having a child; yet he exereiſed his faith on 
the promiſe and power of God who guickeneth the dead, that 
is, his own dead body, and Sarab's barren womb; and calleth 
theſe things which be not, that is, the G-ntiles, which were not 
then a people, agi they were. Only conſider, dear fir, how 

abſurd and unreaſonable it would be, to apply this one particular 
phraſe to paſfages in general: According to this application, 
and your interpretation of it, it would militate equally as much 
againſt the eternal exiſtence of God the father, and God the ſon, 
as againſt eternal elettion. Pſalm xc. 2. Betore the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and the 
world; even from everlatting to everlaſting thou art God. Prov. 
viii. 2, I (abi dem) was {et up from everlaſting, from the be- 
ginning, or ever the earth was: Now apply that phraſe, _** Got 
«alls Things which be not, as though they were, to theſe 
icriptures and ice whe e your extravagance will lead you. 

Arm. Have you any more proofs for the doctrine of election? 

Pred Yes: There are many ſcriptural reaſons which may 
be rendered for the proof of it. 

1. The experience of a real Chriſtian will ſufficiently prove 
the doctrine. We all know that whilſt in a natural ſtate, we 

were dead in treſ}nſſes and fins, ignorant of Chrift and bie 
righteouſneſs, deaj 10 the Goſpel calls, carnal minded, troubled 
with a hard, impenitent heart, a wretched nature, which 
wed /in, and a dt/ire for w— promotion, Cc. * deat 
| | it, 


1 | n . 
| { 20 } 


Tr, is it reaforable to ſuppoſe, that we who arc in ſuck circum» 
Tz ances, would voluntarily, without divine compulſion, hate, 
q and leave our fins, and embrace that way which tends to inter 
5 fin, mar cur worldl: comforts in the daily practice of ſelf denial; 
10 have our names caſ out as evil, and be conflantl; perſecuted 
” the ungodlz I am ſenſible that I did not ſeek, or ftrive till 
e Lord ſweetly influenced me by his gi ace, and made me will- 
Ing to receive the offers of mercy, and then I was very willing 
to uſe the means. How was it with you my friend? 
Arm. Why, I muſt confeſs, once I had no love for rel gion, 
and 1 believe that God loved me before I loved him, and that 
. he turned me before I turned to him: But perhaps it might be 
1 becauſe I uſed the means. 
| Pred. The daily experience of every believer proves that it 
| is not for vfing the means; but of God's free grace that we en- 
Joy the ſmiles of his countenance. For many times when a be- 
' liever tries, to command the preſence of God moſt, he gets it 
1 Feaſt: And at other times when he is entirely out of the uſe of 
4 means, God plentifully pours grace into his heart. And alſo, 
1 2. As a clear proof of the doQrine of anconditional election, 
1 we find in the ſacred ſcriptures, inſtances of ſeveral perſons be- 
1 ing converted out ot the uſe of means. Witnefs, Zuccheus, the 
3 thief on the croſs, Paul the Apoſtle, and the Philippian jailer. 
1 Arm. How does the converſion of theſe men prove ancondi- 
tional election. | 
Pred. It ſhews they were not converted for any good deed ay 
they did, or ſaved upon the condition of their faith and repent- 
ance, as an act which they could, or did perform; and there- 
fore muſt neceſſarily prove, that God's lowe in their election, was 
the whole, and fole cauſe of their converſion. 
Arm. Have you any more proofs ? : 
| Pred. Ves. As the converſion of thoſe men, entirely out of 
it the uſe of means, proves election; ſo we find by ſeverai paſſages 
of ſcripture, the whole of our converſion appropriatec', and 
applied to Gol, which may ſerve as a third argument for the 
truth of the doctrine. James 1. 18. Of his ozvn <v7!l begat re 
us, by the word of truth. Mat. xi. 23 All things arc den- 
vered to me of my father: And no man knoweth the fon, but 
the father: Neither knoweth any man the father, ſave the ſon, 
and he to whomfoever the fon will reveal bim. Mat. xvi. 17. 
hBleſſed art thou Simon, fon of Barjona: For feſb and blood 
have not revealed it unto thee, but my father which is in * 
* ven. 
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ven. Mark it. 13. Aud he goeth into a mountain, and calleth 
unto him whom be would: And they came unto him. Ephe, 
x. 10. For we are bis workmanſhip created in Cbriſt Feſus. In 
theſe ſcriptures we may ſee, the work of regeneration and con- 


verſion wholly applied to God: For a perſon could as eafily 
mk? a world out of nothing, as create his ſoul anew in Chriſt 


Now it cannot be thought, why he ſhould convert ſome, and 
not others, if there was no election. | | 
Arm. Some people have a faculty of diſcerning predeſtination 
in ſome paſſages of ſcripture, Which I think are foreign to the 
purpoſe : But proceed to render your reaſons, 
Pred. 4. Election can be proved from theſe texts of ſcripture, 


' Rom ix. 16. So then it is not of him that avi/lerh, nor of him: 


that runneth, but of God that fbeweth mercy, Jehr 6. 37. All 
that the father giveth me, ſhall come unto me. Heb. vin. 10, 
11. For this is the covenant that I will make with the houſe of 


- Tfracl after thoſe days, faith the Lord; I awwill put my laws into 


their mind, and write them in their hearts: And I will be 
their God, and they al be my people: And they ſhall not 
teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
faying know the Lord; for all all kuow me, f om the leaſt to 
the greateſt, Pialm cx. 3. Thy people Hall be willing in the 
day of thy power. 

Arm. How do theſe ſcriptures prove the doQrine of particu- 
lar, eternal eiction ? | 
Pred. By them, we may fee plainly, x— That God has a 
choſen people. 2— That theſe people Hall be willing, Hall 
come to Chriſt, ſhall know bim, and ſhall be converted in ſpite 
of all oppoſition, | 

Arm. Thiſe texts of ſcripture, in my opinion, will not 
prove that any are Chriſt's people whillt in a natural ſtate; for 
before they are converted they are the Devil's people. 

Pred That's very ſtrange! Don't the ſcripture ſay, Acts 
Xun. 9, 10. Then fpake the Lord to Paul in the night, by a 
viſion, Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hold nat thy peace: For 
I have much people in this city, Here they-are called his people 
before they were converted. Alſo, John x. 16. Other theep 
J bave, which are not of this fold; them alſo mwjt I bring. 
Now, it is generally ſuppoſed that thoſe perſons, under the 
character of ſheep of whom Chriſt ſpoke, were the unconverted 
Gentiles; therefore mutt allude to his ele? a mongſt that nation, 
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ben he elaims 28 his people, and that long before they wert 
gcnverted, ; Wy 
Arm. Can you prove the doctrine of unconditional election 
from any other argumenty ? BED 
' Pred. Why don't you render ſome for the vindicatioh of 
Four tenets? E257 . 
Arm. O, Sir, J intend to let you ſpin out your thread as fat 
as you can, and then bind you with your own cords, ' 
Pred. Very well Perhaps it may be with me, as it was with 
Sempion, when he was bound with two new cords, the fpirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords which were 
| upon his arms became as flax which is burnt with fire. But to 
|| . The doctrine of eternal unconditional election may. 
| proved by the many paſſages of ſcripture which aſcribe the 
| whole of our ſalvation to free grace, in contradiſtinction to works, 
| As, Ephe. ii. 9. For by grace are ye ſav'd, throuoh faith, and 
1 that not of you ie lves: Fr is the gift of God: Not of work: | 
| leſt an man ſhould boaſt. Rom. xi. 6. And if by grace, then 
it is no more of works; Ocherwile grace is no more grace: 
1 But if it be of work, then it is ro more grace: Other wife 
38 Work is no more work. 85 
1 Arm. Free grace! do you fay? Tt is ſtrange yon ſhould 
| cal yur doctrine free grace, when you {ay, ſalvation is only 
i for a few, and the reſt are to have no pait nor lot in the 
it matter! You may call it free d.ſiruction! But my vcetrive 
\ | may juitly be called the doctrine of free grace; becauſe it is free py 
i} for all, and in allt. | 3 
'F pred. My dear fir, it is not called frce grace, becauſe froe Wt 
i for all, and in all; but only to le, us know hat it is the free 
, favour of God bettowed on man without any e748 in bim, ex- 
it cluſive of the avorks of the law. | | 
Arm. Well, ſuppoſing this to be the eafe, how do theſe 
| ſcr:ptures prove your deftrine any more than mine? 
| . Fred. As all men and wc men in this world will not be hap- 
| Py in another, and the ſalvation of ail thoſe, who ſhall go to 
(| | Heaven, is wholly applied to free grace, or God's free fawuur ; 
it cannot therefore be thought why their ſalvation is wholly al- 
cribed to grace, unleſs the doctrine of particular, eternal elec- 
| tion be true: For it is evident that your doctrine will of neceſ-. 
fity bring a creature to depend upon his works, either in whole 
or in part, for his acceptance with God. 
| Arm. How ſo? | 
7. Pred. 


3 1 


4 red. If there be no eternal election, and all have power ti 
get converted if they will uſe the means; then conſequently the 
rraſon why ſome are converted, and others are nat, is not be- 
cauſe they are ſaved by grace; but upon the condition of theig 
Euorks. | 

Arm. Tt you have any more reaſons to 24ign for the proof 
of your arguments, le:'s hear them, | 

Fred. Ia we Gh place, man's impotency, cr inability to do 
good, plainly tte vs that our Al vation entirely depends upon an 
àct of God's ice grace, excluſive of any condition require 
which the creature is capable of performing. The ſcriptore ſæys, 
John vi. 44. No man cas come unto me, except the Father, 
which hail tent me draw him. Rom, v. 6. When we were 
without Hrengis, in due time Chritt died for the ungodly, Ephe. 
ü. r. A4 you hath he guickentd who were dead in treſpaſſes 
and fits. Now the dead cap as ably lave their gravee, by theis 


| 
5 own fower and ſlrenelb, as for a ſiuner to convert his own ſovl, 
and rite frem bat fpirnunl death to a newneſs of life in Chriſi 
zeſus, IJhercfore it ever he gets converted it muſt be entirely 
. by the grace of Gad, an not by his own 3: wer, 
Arm, But it man ts dead ſprriizally, he is not morally; 

therclore be may cad, pray, hear, ard do the belt he can, 
; and who Knows but the power of Cod may co-operate with bis 
endeavors, au by theſe means get converted, 
h Pred Since the feriptures lay, Rev. iii. 11. Thou Knowelk 
" not that thov rt wr ched, ard miſerable, and blind, and naked. 

And John i'. 19. Men loved darkneis rather than light. I am 
P &niibic thai they cannot, nor will not vie the means properly 
e till they are drawn by the holy ſpizit, For before they ave con- 
E verted, v-hatever they do is fin, and therefore cannot pleaſa 

God. Rum. xiv. 23. Heb. xi. 6. 
= Arm. Proceed to render yeur reafon?, | 

Pred. All the ſcriptures buth of the Old and New Teſtament 

BY deem to prove it c e. But as a ſevench reaſon, pray Ir, Are 
0 minian, it there be na eternal election, what's the rcaſon we 
P read of ſome being ſandiſed from the womb, I hope you don t᷑ 
6 think, they were an2ltificd for uſing the means, or were en- 
e ditled to Heaven for their obedience F 
* | Arm. Who were they? 


le - Fred. Jeremich and John the Baptiſt, Tt is ſaid, Jer. 1. 5. 
Defore I formed thee in the belly, I krew thee: And before 
dou camell out of che Grub T fer#:rficd theo, Ir is ſæid of Johu 

the 
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the. Baptist, he was filled with the Holy Ghoſt from his wo- 
thet's womb. Now I demand why theſe two perſons were 
ſanQifed, ard filed with the Holy Spirit from their mother's 
womb; if it was nat as a conſequence of their election in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began, { 
ang active in che woik of regeneration. 
. Arm, This argument is entirely new to me: I ver con. 
fider'd of it before. | 
Pred, To proceed to the 8:h reaſon, If your doQrine bg 
true, and there be no eternal election, and God equally deſigns 
to ſave all alike, and gives all a chance to be ſaved z why then 
doesn't he ſend the Goſpel among all nation; fince © Faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
Arm. If God has not already ſent the goſpe! amongſt all na- 
tions, probab'y he will before the end of the 2v9r/2, for, Thiy 
goſpel fball be preached in all the world,” ſays the ſcripture, 
Pred. Bat if he equally deſgned the ſaivation of ALL why 
dasn't he given ALL the ſame opportunities, and privileges, and 
that at one and tne ſame time, and continued them ſo? And 
pray, dear fir, according to your arguments when will the 
or! end Þ 
Aria. Why, what arguments! 
Pred. If God is long ſuffering to ALL waits for their repent« 
'ance, intends to give the offer of mercy to ALL; then he mutt 
for ever be upon the ſeat of mercy, offering pardons: For by 
the ume he has offered mercy to, and ſathciently tried all thoſe 
who have come to the years of maturity, others will ative at 
that period (as our world encreaſes) and then he mult offer 
mercy to them, and wait patiently for their repentance, and ſo 
continue, and I don't know when the world can end: I believe 
Sever, if tbeſe things be . > 
Arm If there be any more reaſons you can aſſign for the 
do ctrine ef election, let's hear them. 
Pred. Inthe o'h place, I think that eternal ele tion can be 
proved from Goh paſſages of ſcripture, as declare that God 
lov'd Chriſtians before they were converted, whillt in their ins, 
ſuch as Ephe. ij. 4. 5. But God who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love whzrewith he loved ut, even When We were dead in 
Jin. Jer. zr. 3! have loved with an everlaſting lo ve; there- 
fore with loving kindneſs T have drawn thee, 1 John iv. 19.— 
We bove him becauſe he firſt lowed us. 
Arm. ö ean't think that God loves arty man befor? Ag 
àKes 


ceing they were incapable of be- 
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fakes his fins, and turns good; for it is unre»fouable to ſuppoſe 
God will love any thing which is unlowely. 

Pred. It God loves à man after he is converted, whom he 
did not love before, then, there is ſomething in God now, which 
was not always in him; and if fo, nec flarily he has grown 
Come. Then where is his immutability ? 

An. You ſeem ſtocked with arguments: Have you any 
More to offer ? 

' Pred. I ſhall only offer one more at this time, and it is this; 
Tie wool: fcriptures, in the ſalvation cf finners, ſeem to ex- 
clude boaſting. Now no other wiki can eti-tunily do it, but 
this. For it (ſalvation be upon the condition of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and we have power to perform theſe prerequiſites, then 
we have reaſon to bonſt; and when we come to Heaven (if it 
Were poſſible w2 could fee any of our netghbours in torment 
we may ſay, yeu are but fools, for if you had been as good as 
I, you might have been here with us, and the perſon might boaſt 
ct his goouneſs forever, whereas the plan of eternal ele Sion, 
leaves no room for boaſting, for the Saints willfing, © Not unto: 


us, not unto us, but to thy name be the glory given.“ 


Arm. Well, if the de&trine be ſpiritual, it is not reaſonable, 
Pred. Corrupt reaſon is 2 very imperfect ſtandard to judge 
the truth of any dotr1e hy. I have often thought that men of 
corrupt minds have fallen into Deiſm becauſe they could not re- 
concile the ſcriptures to their unſanctified reaſons 3 Whereas We 
ought to bring our reaſon to plain ſcripture f ros, and ſubmit 
o Thus ſaith the Lord. For I had much rather a dectrine ſhould 
be ſcriptural, and unreaſonable; than reaſonable and unſcrip- 
tura!, To this, I hel add the teftimeny of an ancient Father, 
who lays, „ ſhali we therefore deny that which is manitelt, be- 
cane we cannot comprehend that which is hidden? Shall we 
ſay, that which we ſce to be fo, is not ſo, becauſe we cannot 
find why it is ſo?” 
Arm. Do you alſo believe that the redemption of ſinners is 
particular, and ol for the elect? 5 
Pred. It is evident that particular election and univerſal 
r2demption are irreconcilable. | 
Arm. I thould be very glad to argue with you on this ſub- 


Ject ; but the duties of my nation cali me home. 


- 


Pred, I deſire always to be ready to give every man an an- 
wer, who aſks the reaſon of that hope which is within me; and 
ito earneltly contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints. 


Arm. 


. 
*. 
1 
1 
l 


3 " 
2 — 


„r „ 
— 22444 


—— —̃ — 


6 f 


Arm. I am very wining to argue the matter over calmly, UL 
dope we ſhall never indilge our angry diſpoſitions, in dif 17 15 
tion about ſuch ſacrel things: But at preſent L am oaliged to 
teturn home. $7 adicu Sir. 


Tie SECOND DIALOGUE. 


N 905 morrov, Mr. Arminian. Whi. 
7 ther are you going 19 tarly this moruing? 
Arm. Way, truiy var cenvesſa ion la evening has given 
me a great deal of uneannels, winch makes me detire a renewal 
of our converſation on that ſubje &. 

Pred, I'm very glad to argue for information. If there be 
any thing more to be learn'd in diviany wach 1 have not 
learn'd, I'm very deſirous to know it, 

Arm. Lou ſaid in your diſcourie laſt evening, you believ'd 
that, Feſus Chrift died only for the elect; and that no others can 
be ſaved, but only ſuch, Then if it be fo, ho are we to un- 
de:ftand that paſſage of ſcripture, where it is ſaid, Rom. x. t2, 
For the ſame Lord over ali is rich unto that call upon him. 

Pred. Tie whole verſe reads thus, For ther: is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greck: Fer the ſaine Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him, Tuis paflage alludes to 
thoſe of all aatians (Whether Jews or Greeks) who are enabled 
to cal upon him properly, and not to every individual of all 
nations without diſcrimination, Now it is mott certain that 
none will truly call upon the Lord, only the elect whom he con- 
victs and enlightens by his ſpirit. For we read, veiſe 13, 14+ 
of the lame chapter, Whoſoever ſhall CaLL upon the name of 


the Lord ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they CALL on him in 


whom they have not believed ? 

Arm. But it is ſaid, 1 Tim. ii. 6. He gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom for ALL. 

Pred. That is for ALL ranks of men, ſaci; as Kings and 
thoſe who are in authority, f 

Arm, How do you know that ? 

Pred. Becauſe we read, verſe 1, and 2. I exhort therefore, 
that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, intetceſſions, and giving 
of thanks be made for all men: For Kings and for all who 
are in anthoiity, &c, Now it is clear to me that the word AlL 
in the 6ih verſe refers to all men in authority, mentioned in the 
24 verſe, whom we ar: commande4 to pray for. 


Arm. 
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made alive, that is, raiſed 1 at the reſurrection. 


£T 9? 


Arm. This ill convinces me that falvation is poſible for alt : 


Becaule, we are commanded in the firſt verſe to pray tor alt. 

Pred. What conviction do you receive from this? 

Arm, My arguments are theſe, tz. We are commanded to 
pray for ALL. 2. We are commanded to pray ia. faith, Theres 
fore we muſt believe all can be laved. 

Pred. Theſe arguments carry a fair countenance to an incon« 


ſiderate mind, But I can produce one reaſon which will over. 


turn all your arguments; and it is this. There are ſome per- 
ſons whom wwe ought not to. pray for, 1, Joba v. 26. Theres 
fore, of conſequence the words, all men, in the beginning of 
the chapter mult allude to all ranks, or ffations of men, aig not 
to every individual. PF 

Arm. But it is ſaid, verſe 4 Who will have all men td be 
ſaved, and come to the knowie ige of the truth. 

Pred, Obſerve the words do not ſay, He is willing that all 
may be ſaved: But he will have all men to be ſaved, Now 


put the emphaſis upon the words WILL HAVE, and then you'll 
ſee the inconſiſtency of your interpret tion: For as he is a ſo» 
vereign Monarch, his will is his law, and doth whatever is right 
in his own eyes, and none dare ſay what doſt thou? Or can 
ſtay his mighty hand; therefore, if he will have ALL to be 
ſaved, who can hinder? Then ——_— thoſe words muſt 
allude to his ele amongſt all ranks of men whom he will un- 
douhtly ſave. < 

Arm. The ſame Apoſtle, in the 1ſt epiſtle to Timothy, chap, 
iv and 10 faith, Who is the Saviour of ALL men; cpacially 
of thoſe that believe. | 

Pred. By this expreſſion of the Apoſtle, we muſt ſuppoſe he 
means, either that he is the Saviour ot ll ranks of men; 26 
Kings, ſubjects, maſters, ſervants, &c. or ſome of all nations 
as Jews and Gentiles: Or by the word ALL he muſt mean 
his elect. For in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, Chriſt cannot 
be ſaid to be the Saviour of all men and women in the world, un- 
leſs all were ſaved by him. | 

Arm. We alſo read, 4 Cor. 15. 22. As in Adam all dia, 
even ſo in Chrift ſhall all be made live. J 
Fred. In this verſe, it is evident that the Apoſtle had an 
alluſion to the reſurrection, of which he had treated largely in 
that chapter; and his meaning was, As in Adam all die, thag*” 
is, ſubject to a natural death; even ſo in Chriſt, thall all u 
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Arm. Tuis may be he real meaning af theſe texts of ſcripture 
for what I know; but — that becauſe it is ſaid all men, 


Adam, | 

Pred, The words all men in ſcripture language don't mean 
every individual in the world: For it is ſaid, John iii. 26. He 
that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou beœareſt wit- 
neſs, behold the (ame baptiſeth, and all mea come to him. Mat. 
iii. 5. Then went out to him all Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and 
all the region round about Jordan, and were baptiſed of him in 
Jordan, confeſſing their ſins: Yet we are informed, he forbad 
many of the Phariſees, and ſaid, Who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Again it is ſaid, John xii. 32. 


And if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto me. 


ow no perſon can ſuppoſe that thete ſcriptures mean every in- 
dividva! in the worl1t; and if rot, may we not reaſonably by 
the ſame rule behieve that the others mentioned, before mean only 
ſome part of mankind?  _ | 
Am. But the ſcripture not only ſays, that Chriſt died for 
all, but that he taſted death tor every man, 

Pred. As the words all men, in ſeripture don't always mean 
the whole race of Adam; fo neither doth the words ever; man, 
always mean every individual: For it is ſaid, Mark vii. 25. 
After that Chriſt put his hands again upon the blind man's eyes 
and made him look up, and he ſaw every man clearly. 1 Cor. iv, 
3. Then (that is at the day of judgment) ſhall} every man have 
praiſe of God. Alſo Rev. vi. 15. And every bond man, and 
&very free-man, hid themſelves in the dens, and in the rocks of 
the mountains, and ſaid to the rocks fall on us. Now we cant 
geaſonably ſuppoſe that the blind man ſaw every man in the 
whole world i 
of God at the day of judgment; or. that every perſon, bond and 
free, will endeavor to hide themſelves from Chriſt's preſence, | 


# 


and call on rccks and mountains to fall on them, at the laſt | 
day; ſeeing it is the ſincere deſire of every real Chriſtian for | 


Chriſt to come quickly, who is often ſaying, ** Come Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly.“ But, as the blind man ſaw every man | 
clearly, whom he did ſee; ſo Jeſus Chriſt died for all, and 
very one of hig ele, whom he did die for. 

An. Bu: the fcripture ſays, John i. 29. Behold the Lamb 
of God that raketh away the fins of the world: alſo 1 John 1 
3. He is a propitiation for the fins of the whole world. 

Fred. It is allo evident that the whole world in an 5 

| | 20's 


rictly ipeaking z or that every man will have prailz * 


6 29 f | 
don't always mean gvery perſon in the world, as you may fee, 
Luke it. t. There went out a decree from Cæſar Auguſtus 
that all the world ſhould be taxed, Rom. i. 8. Your faith is 
ſp>Ken of throughout the whole world. 1 John v. 19. And 
we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedneſs. |; 

Now we muſt not ſuppoſe that Cæſar's decree exten 
throughout the whale 2vorld; as the whole world was not under 
his juriſdiction; nor can we _ that every individual in the 
evhcle world had then heard of the faith of Rome; ſeeing many 
nations lay in darkneſs, deſtitute of goſpel light: Or that the 
gvhole world mentioned by St. John means all the potterity of 
Adam, fince he declares it to mean only part, | 
Arm. As I have advanced ſome ſcriptures to-prove univerſal 
redemption; if you think them inſufficient, do you produce ſome 
to prove particular redemption, if you can. 
Pred. I have already proved particular election by the ſcripe 
tures, and I told you before that particular election and univers 
ſal redemption were ir:econcileable: But I think there are 
ſundry ſcriptures which will prove particular redemption ; as, 
Ifa. xxxv. 10. The ranſomed of the Lord all return and come 
to Sion, &c. and with it agrees that parallel place in Iſa, 31. 
11. The redeemed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Sion. 
Now if all the men and women in the whole world were redeemed 
by Jeſus Chriſt, then all would return from their fins and come 
to glory: For, obſerve, it is poſiiive, * The ranſomed of the 
Lord ſhall return and come.“ Therefore we muſt underſtand 
it to mean only part, and they ſhall aſſuredly come, Luke i. 68. 
He has viſited and redeemed his people. Rev. xiv. 4. Theſe are 
redeemed from among men. Not redeemed with all men: but 
from among them. Mat. xx, 28. He gave his life a ranſom for 
many. John x, 18. The good ſhepherd giveth his life for the 
Heep (not for the goats.) Rev. v 9g. And they ſung a new ſong, | 
ſaying thou art worthy : For thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 0 
us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongues, 
and people, and nations: Now if all the people in the whole 
world were redeemed by the blood of Chrift, it might have been 
fail, © They ſung a new ſong, faying thou art worthy ; for 
thou haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, and not only us, 
but all kindreds, and tongues, and people, and nations 
Arm. Dirines make a diſtinction between redemption by 
Vice, and 2 redemption by power, and how ſhall we know 
| whether 


"T3 * 


becher theſe referred te, do not prove redemption by 

— 9 2 y — 7 yur the nds and may not 

Mlitate againſt the univ ption » by the preci- 

$us blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 

Fra. How do you underftand this nice diſtintion ? 

Arm. Redemption by price, is our being redeemed by the 
ice of Chriſt's precious blood. We have redemption thro? 

6 bleod the forgiveneſs of fins. Redemption by power, is 
pur being tranſlated from the kingdom of darkneſs to the king. 
dom of Sod's dear Son, which is effected only by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, : 

Pred. — to this expoſition is it clear that the laſt 
verſe which I adduced to prove a particular redemption, alludes 
do redemption by price; and therefore certainly proves parii - 

cular redemption. 5 ; | 
| Arm. How ſo?! 

. Pred. Becauſe it is faid, © For thou waſt ſlain and has ye. 
deemed us to God by thy Loop, (not by thy ſpirit) which 
updoubtedly means redemption by price. 

Arm. But this doc̃trine of particular election and redemption 
charges God with injuſtice. | 

Fred. What injuſtice can there be in it? Is it not evident 
that God would be juſt if he had provided no Saviour at all, and 
had ſent all the world to hell for their ſins, as he did the fallen 
Sages for theirs? Now if God, as an a& of his mercy ſhould 
elect ſome to life, and leave the reſt to be damned according to 
their juſt demerit, who dare charge God with injuſtice? Is there |? 
any more injuſtice in God to make proviſion for ſome part of 
mankind; than for ſome part of his creation? For you, my 
dear Arminian, hold that — did ngg die for fallen Angels, 
if not, may not ſome ſay your doctrine charges God with in- 
Juſtice, as much as ours, in that, God made proviſion for men 
and not for Angels } But there is no injuſtice in either: For 
ſuppoſe there were ten malefactors in one priſon, who bad been 

all guilty of myrder, and were ali condemneg to die, and their 
| Prince ſhould ſend a reprieve for four out of ten, and reprieve 
them, and leave the reſt to be executed, muſt that King be called 
unjuſt, becauſe he did not pardon all? In no wiſe: But in 
my opinion the contrary doctrine tends more to deſtroy the 


Juſtice of God than this. EO 
Arm. How can the doctrine of univerſal redemption charge 


Pred. 


— 
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pied. If Chriſt died for all men and women in the — 


world, and paid dowu the full price of their redemption; wou 
it not be injuſtice } great injuſtias, to let the devil have the great. 
eſt part of tbem? Supp-ſe you were to purchaſe five ſlaves toy 
five hundred pounds ſpecie, and pay down the full price top 
them, and then the perton of whom you bought refuſed to come 
ply with his bargain, and would only let you have one for your 
money, and you were to fue him at common law, and the Court 
was to determine you ſhould have only one, would you think 
you had juſtice done you ? 

An. But it muſt undoubtedly be inconfiſtent with the lox/s 


Pred. | know no better way to anſwer an Arminian to theſe 
queſtions than to compare eur doctrines, as follows: Is it any 
more incanſiſtent with God's love and pity to fave ſome of ſa len 
mankind, than ſame of his fallen creatzan * Is God any more 
partial in making proviſion for ſome ſinners, than ſome of hi 
handy ws'k? Conſider likewiſe, dear Arminian, the Angels 
were as noble, and as near to God, as men were; yet he paſt 
by Angels, and ſome men, whilft he choſe others to eternal life; 
and we ought not to charge the eternal God with injuſtice o 
partiality tor ſo doing, but” rather cry out with the Apoſtle 
Shall the thing formed ſay to bim that formed it, why h 
thou made me thus? 5 

Arm. I am not yet ſatisfied in mind, nor convineed of the 
truth of the duQrines you contend for. I ſhall be glad to have 
ſome more converſation on this ſubject, when a convenient op- 
portunity preſents, but at preſent I mult deſiſt. My dear, Pre- 


* 


Feſtinarian, peace be with you. 


Fred. I hope when we meet again, and argue the matter 


Over calmly, you will receive more ſatis faction: In the meas 


dime may the bleſſing of Heaven, attend you, Sir. 


Tie THIRD DIALOGUE. 
Aratioies, He do you do, Mr. Predeſtinarian? As 1 


have met with you again, aud we are at a 
friend's houſe, come let us renew our converſation on religious 
Matters, 

Fred. With a very good will: I am glad you are diſpoſed 
to enguirs ino the truth of thoſe ancient doQrines, 1 


— 
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Arm. Ancient doftrines do you ſay? I believe they are 
modern ones. | | 

Pred. It is certain that Luther and Calvin thoſe ancient di- 
vines were of this opinion, and it is evident Paul, Peter, and the 
reſt of the Apo{lcs were all Predeſtinarians, which fill makes 
the doctrines more ancient. | | 


Arn. Beit as it may, they are new to me, for I have but 
lately heard of them. 


Pred. But lately heard of them! Pray Mr. Arminian what 
ſect, or religious ſociety are you of? 

Arm. It matters not what religion we are of, ſo we are good 
Chriſtians, we ſhall not be aſked at the day of judgment what 
ſociety we belong to: But to anſwer your queſtion in the afhre 
mative, I belong to the E7copal church. 

Pred. The bare name of a religions ſociety will ſave none; 


yet it is good for Chriſtians to join ſuch ſocieties as are moſt 


agreeable to the word of God: But it ſeems ſtrange you can 
belong to that church, and be no better acquainted with your 
ewn articles. x 


Arm. Why, does the Epiſcopal church, to whom I belong 
hold the Calviniſtical principles? | . 

Pred. It is clear the docs. Her ninth article treats of orig! 
nal fin, the tenth of man's impotency, the ſeventeenth of pre- 
deſtination and election. | : 

Arm. But it is very hard to find every member, in any 
church, all ag ee in every punctilio. | 

Pred. All church members ought to agree in the funda« 
mental; of their religion, it they differ in circumſtantials; but 
oY ny clear you ſwerve from the chief principles of your 
church. . 

Arm, I ſuppoſe I may have the liberty of conſcience to put 
my own comment upon thoſe articles ? : 

Prad. You are uttecly debarred by his Majeſty's declaration 
annexed to the articles, where it is ſaid, ** No man hereafter 
hall either print or preach to draw the article afide any 


© waz, but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain, and full meaning 


** thereof; and ſhall not put his own ſenſe or comment to be the 
* meaning of the article, but ſhall take it in the literal and 
« grammatical ſenſe.” | | 
Arm. But if I muſt not put my own comment « them, I 
don't ſee why I may not be a member of that church, and not 
believe the articles. x 


Pred, 


Gt 
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pred. It is hard to convince me how 2 perſon can properly 
de ſaid to he of any church, and not believe, as they beheve, 
or do as they do; he can at Ieaft be but a diſorderly member: 
For it is plain that the aforeſaid declaration reckons bim as ſuch, 
for it (till goes on aud ſays, 4 That if any public reader in either 
« gur univerſities or any head or maſter of a college or any other 
« perſon reſpetively in either of them, ſhall affix any new ſenſe 
& to any article, or ſhall publicly read, determine, or bold any 
« public diſputation or 7. any ſuch to be held eit ber aar,. 
« e He or they the enders ſhall be liable to our diſfleaſure, 
«© and the church's cenſure. So at the belt if you are a member 
of iat church, you are a deſorderly one, and liable to the 
church's cenſure z therefore you mult retract your principles or 
declare yourſelf a diſſenter. | 
Arm. This is all derogating from our former diſcourſe. It 
the doftrins of election and predeſtination be true, then how 
are we to underſtand theſe ſcriptures, Eze. 18, 32. I have no 
pleaſure in the death of him that dieth. 2. Peter 3, 9. God is 
not willing that any ſhou!d periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance. Mat. 23, 37. How often would I have gathered 
you together even as a hen gathered her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not ! | | | 
Pred. My dear Arminian, I am very glad to hear you ſpeak 
ſo calmly on the ſubject. I have heard ſome Arminians blaſ- 
phemiouſly aſlerti that the CoArines of predeſtination and election 
mace God worſe than the devil; and Jeſus Chriſt a difſembier, 
and a hypocrite, weeping crecodiles tears over Jeruſalem, &c. 
Such fearcety deſerve the name of men, much more Chr;{tians + 
But as you heve decently aſked the queſtion, I ſhall endeavour 
candidly to anſwer it. As for thoſe ſcriptures, they ſeem at the 
firit view to favour univerſal redemption; but we muſt not 
ſtrain them fo far as to break the bible to pieces. The firſt is, 
Eze. 18, 32, I have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth. 
It is evident that the death here ſpoken of was a natural one, and 
could eaſily be averted by the Jews obedience ; ſuch as, not eat- 
ing upon the mountains, not lifting up their eyes to the idols of 
the houſe cf If:-2e!, not de filing their neighbour's wife, not giving 
on ulury or taking increaſe, as (the former part of the chapter 
teſtifies) the obſervation of which would prevent tlie judgment 
of a natural death inflicted by the ſword, famine, peſtilence, 
&, And the Lord having a peculiar regard for the Jewiſh 
nation is pleaſed to exprets ius unwillingneſs and diſpleaſute in 
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warns them by the Prophets, and exhorts them to repentance 
and reformation {or their national preſervation. 

Arm The next verſe which 1 brought, is more explicit on the 
fubject, „God is not willing that any ſhould periſh,” 

Pred. The whole verſe reads thus, the Lord is not ſlack con. 
cerning his promiſe (as ſome men count ſlackneſs) but is long 
ſuffering to us ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance. The Apoſtle, zfter deſcribe 
ing the ſeverity of a future judgment, comforts the people of 
God by theſe words, The Lord is not flack concerning his pro. 
miſe, &c. q. d. Be not terrified brethren under theſe apprehen. 
fions, for none of us ſha!l be loſt, for we ſtani upon the immuta. 


| / bility of God, © He is not ſlack concerning his promiſe,” neither 
is willing that any of #s ſhould periſh or be caſt away ; but that 


we who have a hope of ſalvation already ſhall have a repentance 
given us for our daily imperfections and thoſe of his ele& who 
are not yet conyerted, inſtead of the day overtaking them as a 
thief in the night, they mall not periſb, for he is very willing to 
give them repentance.” The perſons whom he was not willing 
ſhould periſh but all ſhould come to repentance were the elect. 
he other text of ſcripture which you deſire an anſwer to, is 
Mat. xxiii, 37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the 
Prophets and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen ga- 
thereth her chickens under her wings, and you would not. This 
verſe refers to Ch: it's care and protection of the Jewiſh nation, 
who were the choſen pesple of God, who for the rejecting of the 
Meſſiah were in danger of God's judgments in general, and of 
the Roman powers in particular from whom Jeſus Chriſt would 


dave protected them, had they been obedient to him; that as a 


hen gathers, covers, and ſtrives to protect her brood from birds 


of prey, ſo would the Lord Jeſus have protected, defended, and 
kept the people of the Jews from the Roman Eagle. 


Amn. Well, I muit confeſs you have given a quite different 
turn to theſe ſcriptures from what I expeRed, and it may be the 
real meaning for what I know; but if your eoftrine be true 
what neceſſity is there for the uſe of means ? 

Pred. I ſuppoſe you conclude, that predeſtination and elec- 
tion deſtroy the uſe of means; do you mean by it that if this can 
be proved, that it will be ſufficient to prove thoſe doctrines falſe. 
Arm. It looks likely to me, that if God had ne” 
| | ome 
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me to eternal We that they ſhall! be ſaved whether they 4ſt 
the means or not; therefore there can be no need of prayer or 
preacuing, and this makes me believe that the doctrines are not 
true, for God would never act ſo inconſiſtent With himſelf as to 
decree a religion to deſtroy his commands. | 
Pred. The ſam: G d who decreed the ends or purpoſes to be 
effected, alſo decreed ihe means to bring them to paſs: t is 
certain he has decreed we thould uſe the means 1n order to bring 
about purpoſes, or appointinents, as may be clearly ſeen in the 
example of our Lord, and his Apoſtle, Paul and his ſhip men: 
It is beyond a doubt that God had erdained Jeſus Chirtt to be 
the Saviour of finners, and neither men or devils could flay him 
till his hour was come; yet the Lord commanded Joſeph to take 


Acts xxvii, 22. And now (ſays Paul) I exhort you to be of 
good chear; tor their ſhall be no loſs of any man's life among 
you, but the ſhip. Verſe 20 For here ſtood by me this night 
an Angel of God, &c. The preſervation of thoſe men's lives 
was ablolutcl, ordained and forethewn to Paul; yet he informs 
them, verſe 31. Except theſe abide in the ſhip ye cannot be 
ſaved, Now had thoſe ſhip men argued like you they might 
have ſaid, © There ts no danger, Paul, of our being drowned is 


(much lef5 in our attempts to get to land in our ſbip boat) jo 
God certified laſt night to you, that none of us ſbou!d be len. 
Whereas it was abfolutely neceſſiry the means ſhould be uſed, 
to bring about God's purpoſe or appointment. 

Arm, But how can a general call be conſiſtent with particular 
election and redemption ? . 

Pred. The gotpel call is to. weary, heavy laden, hungry, 
and thirty ſinners, and all thoſe who are mil „W hoſo- 
ever Will, let him take the water of lite freel . 

Arm. * Wieſever will,“ doesu't this argue & univerſal 
Poffibility 2?" : 

Fred. No. For it is moſt certain that none of us has that will 
by nature; our will is averſe to all that is good and prone to all 
that is evil Ye will not come to me (days eur Lord) that ye 
might have life. 

Arn. It is plain ſome were bidden to the goſpel ſupper whom 
* the Lord declared ſhould never taſte of his ſupper, This ſhews 
e. the call vas general, 

d Feed. This argument is purely parabolical; and itis an axiom 
| D among{t-- 


the young child and flee into Egypt for his preſervation, Again, 


the ſea if we were to caft curſelyes amongſt the violent waves 


; 
| 


tw?) 


among divines that 7e ſymbolica), or allegerteal divinity is do | 


argumentative. There is nothing, fays Dr. Owen, fo fottiſh 
or fooliſh, or contradiftious in and (o itſelf, as may not be coun- 
tenanced from teaching parables to be inſtructive, and proving in 
every parcel, or exprethon that attends them.“ But as minitters 
know not who are God's elect, we have a right to call finners 
mdefinitely to the goſpel proviſion and leave it to the Lord to 
blefs it to whom he pleaſes. 

4rm. How can unbelief be the damning fin of the world, if 
univerſal redemption be not true? : 7 

Pred. The want of a true and ſaving fanh in Chirſt, or the 
want of the taith of God's ele&, cannot be the damning fin of 
the world, for the ſcripture ſays, ©. every man ſhall be rewarded 
according to his works. There is one that accuſeth you even 
Mofes in whom you truſt, As many as have ſinned under the 
la ſhall be judged by the law.“ | 
Arm, I hen how can it be poſſible that unbclief is a fin at all? 


Pred. Unbelief is two fold, 2. as it ſtands oppoſed to the faith 4 


of God's cleft, 2. as it ſtands in diſbelieving God's word. Now 
the former of thele cannot be called a fin, becauſe God never re- 
qui ed the non ejeft'to believe Chriſt died for them when he did 
, But every perſon is required to believe the record that 
God has given of his ſon, 


Arn. How can the Holy ſpirit be fincere in ſtriving with thoſe 6 


who are damned, if there is no poſſibility of their being ſaved? 
Pred. It cannot be thought that the Holy Spirit does ſtrive 
with any of the non. elect, for if it were fo, this would argve 
that either the Holy Ghoſt wanted power, i. e. ſtrove with ſome 
finrers to convert them, and could not do it; or clie he was en- 
tirely inſincere, in that he pretended to convert the foul and would 
not do it. And as for thoſe ſcriptures which ſay. My ſpirfl 
ſhall not always ſtrive with men; and the ſtiff necked and uncm- 


cumſcribed in heart and ears ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghofi, | 
&c.“ We are to underſtand the effuſion of God's ſpirit in the 


miniſtry of the word, 3 

Arm. The Apoſtle Peter informs us in his ad epiſtle, chap, 
2, 1. That ſome ſhall bring in damnabie herehes denying the 
Lord that bought them. 


* 


land of Egypt, and not bought them by his blood. 


Arm. Do we ever read in any part of ſcripture, ef the Lord's 


Bing any people, unleſs it Were by h:s blood? 


Pred. That is, denying the Lord that bcught them out of the 
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* , Arm. Tt is ſaid, Rom. v, 2 


tot 


Pd. Ves. Deut. Rxxii, 6. Do ye thus requite the Load, - 
foolich people and wawile? Is not he thy father that bought. 


o_ 8. Therefore by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to eondemnation; even ſo by 
the righteouſneſs of one the free gift came upon ail men unte 
juttiſi cation of life. 5 > 

Pred. Theſe two perſons refer'd to in this verſe, were Adam 
and Chriſt; and it is certain they were repreſentatives of the twa 
covenants, Viz. The covenant of works and the covenant of 
grace. The ſenſe of theſe words is this, by Adam's d. ſobedi- 
ence condemnation camiewn all whom he repreſented in 515 coves 
nat; and by the righteoutreſs of Chriſt the free gift came upon. 


Arm. We rcad Acts x. 34 35. God 1s no reſpector of pers 
ſons; but in every nation he nat feareth God, and worketh 
tighteouſneſs is accepted ot him. | 

Pred. We are not to under and by theſe words, that every 
Man has power and ability to be ſaved equally alike, and that God 
does not reipect one more than another i But that God did not 
reſpeR the Jews more than the Gentiles, The Apoſtles werp. 
commanded to begin to preach at Jeruſalem, aud as the Jeuu 
were the peculiar people of God, Peter did not know whether it 
was the mind of God for him to go to the Gentiles or not, till 
he had ſufficiently warned him by a viſion, wherein was ſhewn 
all manver of ſeur-footed beaſts, and the voice ſaid, * Ariſe, 
Peter; kill and cat.“ Peter anſwered, “ I have never eaten 
any thing common or unclean.” And the voice ſpake unto kim 
the ſecond time, What God hath cleanſed that call not thou 
common.” He unmediately went away with Cornelius's meſs 
ſengers, and when he came to him, and heard how the Lord bad 
manifeſted his goodueſs to Cornelius, though a Gentile, he iaid, 
I perceive that God is no reſpector of perſons, &c. 

Arm. J hope in a future day we ſhall have a beiter convenien- 
ey to finiſh our diſcourſe on this ſubject; but at preſent I muſt 
beg leave to beexculed, In the mean tine, may the Load bleſe 
you, my dear Predeitinatian, 


Deer 
Predeflinarian, E OW do you do, my old friend Arminian 


"a Are you come to renew your converſation 
on the pri N e 
3 principles ot religion 2. „ 


f wy 


In Les, Sir, 1 fuppoſe he, who ordained af things which 


eme to paſs, has ordained that we ſhall perſevere in our argy-' 
ments till one of us be convinc'd, 

Pred. You ſhould never affirm any thing for the truth, yd 
don't believe; for if you believe as you did when we parted lafty, 
you don't believe God ordained any thing 

Arm. My opinion is much the ſame as when we parted Jaſt, 
therefore I muſt confeſs, my expreffion was ſome what canting x 
But to come to the argument: as, you hold with predeſtination, 
do you alſo believe, that all true Chriftians will finally perſevere 
and rever utterly fall away? 


Pred It is my opinion, I beliere that all thoſe who were 


given by the Father to the = in the everlaſting covenant, re- 
decm'd by him, and anctified by the ſpirit ſhall perfewere in 
grace, and never fall finally away. | 
Arm. Is your faith founded on the word of God? 

Pred. The ſeriptures are very explicit in this point. It is ſaid, 
Phu v, 24. He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and all not come into cone 
demnation, but is paſſed from death unto life. Alſo John x. 
27 28 My ſheep hear my voice, and I knew them, and they 
follow me, and I give unto eternal life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Band My father 
which gave them to me is preater than al; and none ts able to 
luck them out of my father's hand. Likewiſe, Rom. 8. 1. 
Tire is therefore now 20 condemnation to them, which are in 
Chriit Jeſus. Again Pfl. 37. 23, 24 The Reps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord; and he celighteth in his way... 
'F'. ugh he fall he ſhall not be utterly caft daun: For the Lord 
wpholdeth him with his hand. Micali. vii, 8. Rejoice not 
ag i it me, O my enemy: When I fall, I i] ariſe 1 lobn 
i, 19. They went out /rom us, but they were not us: Por if 
tlicy had been of us, they would no 4:45? have continved with 
us: But they went out, that they might be made manitcſt, that 
they were no! of us. Kom. viii. 38, 39. For I am perſuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor Angeis, nor principahites, nor 
powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 
the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Heb. xiii, 
5% He hah ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. 

Am Put is there any ſcripture Winch lays, we ſhall never 
leave, nor jor {ate lum? | 
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"Ppzd. Ves. It is faid, Jer, xxxii, 40. And 1 will make a 
everialting covenant with them, tha I will not turn away frond 
them to do them geod z but I will put my fear in their hearts, 
that they Hall not depart from me. 

Arm. Be it as it mav, we read of ſome in the ſcriptures who 
were converted, and afterwards fell away, 

Pred. Who were they Þ 

Arm. Eſau, Saul, Judas, Ananius, Sapphira, Alexander, 
an © Hymenevs | | 

| Pred Wie have no reaſon to believe that any of theſe were 

| converted, As for Ei, we have no account in ſeriptuie bt his 
+ | preienſion to re i gion before he fold his birth- right, and afterwards 

1 we are informed that he ſought repentance carefully with tears, 

and could not ohtain it; therefore -ould not he a Chriſtian s and 
"F moreover to prove that he never was one of God's el ct, or cone 
| verted at all, read Rem. 9 13. Jacob have I loved, but Eſas 
have bated. And nowithhanding the ſcripture does ſay that 
Saul had another heart given him, yet it was only to qualify him 
for the king ly authority. 
Fi Arm. But it is not only ſail that ke had another heart given him, 
bur that the ſpirit of Gd came upon him and he did prophecy, 
FS which gave occaſion ſor that proverb,“ Is Saul a among the 

IF prophets,” and vet afterwards we read that the {;,urit of the Lord 
departed from him, and an evil ſpirit from God troubled him. 

Pref, I beiicve that Saul had the prophetical ſp'rit from 
God as many others had, and yet- were never converted: For 
we read, Mat. vii, 22, Many will ſay unto me in that day, 
= Lord, Lord, h:ve we not. prop leſied in thy nume, and in thy 

name caſt cut Devils, &c. And then will I {{1ys Chat) pro- 
feſs unto hem, I never knew you. . 

Arm But wat thi k you of Ananias, Sapphira, Al-xander, 
and Hymencus? They were baptiſed upon the p:gteffon of 
their faith; and the ſcripture ſays poſitively that Alexander and 
H meneus made ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience. 

Pred. As far Ananias and Sapphira z the ſcripture gives us 
po marks or their converſion, unleſs lying, defrauding, and the 
judgment of ſid.len death for their impiety were ſigns of conver- 
hen, And as touching Alexander and Hymeneus, altho' the 
ſeripture docs ſay that they made thipwreck of faith, it was faith in 
the reſurrectien; ae, you may lee, ii. Tim. 27. 28. Of whom is 
Hy meneus and Phyletvs; who concernin g the truth have erred ſay- 
big that the re/urredion is pall already, and overthrow the * 
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things had not fallen from ſaving grace, he immediately adds, 
verſe, 19. Nevertheleſs the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 
having this ſcal, the Lord knoweth them that are þis, 

Arm. You have ſaid nothing as yet, of Judas. Don't you 


think that he was once a Chriſtian, and truly converted, before he 


betrayed Chriſt? For my part I can never think that Jeſus 
Chrit would have made choice of him to be an Apollle, if he 
had not firſt converted him. 

Pred. I can't poſſibly thiuk that he was a Chriſtian, for we 
read, John vi. 70. That our Lord ſays, I have choſen you 
TWELVE, and one of you is a DEVIL: And that was long 
before he betrayed Churit. | 

Arm. But we read, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſſible for 
thoſe who were once enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted 
of the good word of Gad, and the powers of the world to come; 
& they fall away to renew them again to repentance. 

Fred. But you ſay that it rs poſſible. Foreycu hold that a 
perſon may he converted, and fall away, znd then be converted 
again, and afterwards fall away again, and ſo continue as long 
as he lives; whereas the Apoltle {ays, it is i77p2Zible for ſuch 
to be rencwed again to repentance, | 

Arm, That was pot what I brought this ſcripture for. I brought 


it, to prove per ions may be converted and afterwards fail away. 


Pred. It is very ablurd, though, for perſons to bring ſcrips 
tures to prove ſome principles, Which are repugnant to others 
they hold? But if I can prove that perſons have had all cheſe 
quali ations, and not been converted, would that ſatisfy you ? 

Arm. Tt would give me ſome ſatisfaction. 

' Pred. Well, Falaam was enlightened, fee Numb. 23. 9. 


From tte tops of the rocks I {ce him; and from the hills I Sed 


bim: Lo the pronle ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be reckoned 
among the nations. Thoſe who received the od by the way 
fide, and on the ſony preund taſted the good word of God. — 
Saul. Juda: and others had the propbetical, and miraculous 
infloence of the ſpirit; but they were not made partakcrs of the 
Holy Ghcft in his ſanctifying influence, Felis felt the fowers 
of the world to come, Por when Paul reaſoned ct righteouinels, 
temperance and judgment to eome, Felix trembled. Upon tie 
whole, we have no reaſon to believe any of theſe were converted; 
and 1 do believe that perſons may go 28 far as this and not bg 
1 . 


converted, 
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Lonverted, and afterwards apoſtatize. from tie tru%ys of the, 
o/pel. | ' 
ay Tt is alſo faid, Rom. xiv. 15. Deſtroy not him with 
thy meat for whom Chrilt died, 

Pred. That is, why ſhouldſt thou defiroy the comforts of thy 
weak brother, for whom Chriſt died, by eating meat offered to 
idols. ö | 
Arm. We read, 1. Cor. xi. 27 Where Paul ſays, I keep 
under my body, and bring it into ſubjection; leſt by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a cait away, 

Pered. It would be good to know whether he fpoke of his 
| being caſt away as Minifler or as a Chriflian, It is more than 
| probable that he ſpoks of the former; for we fee, by ſad expe- 
FE rience, that fome Miniſters by giving way to the luſts of the 
flecn, have ſtumbled, and fallen, and ever after have been caſt 
„away out of the affection of their hearers, | : 
mm. Arm. But the Iſraelites who came out of Egyptian bondage 
are ſaid, to have af) eaten the fame ſpiritual meat, and drunk of 
: the ſpiritual: reck which followed them, and that rack was 
1 Chriſt: But with many of them God was not well pleas Ahoſs 
1 WM carcoles fell in the wilderneſs, 

3 Pred ® The meaning of the Apoſtle is this, They all eat of 
2 © that manna, and drank of that rock which repreſented Chriſt, 
For it is very ui likely they were all Chriſtians, who came out of 


t Egypt, if the tree is to be known by the fruit it bears, for they 
made amchen calf and worſhiped it; they ſat down to eat and 
3 drink, and roſe up to play; they committed fornitation, and 
„ twenty three thoufand fell in one day for their wickednets, 
ſe 8 i Arm, Certainly this doctrine will tend to licentiouſneſs; for 
+ 6 if the believer knows he is converted, and can never fail aways 
he may go on and ſin at an high hand. | 
9. Pred. The {:ints affurance of his perſeverance in grace will 
2 n no wiſe give him any liberty to ſin; ſeeing he knows very 
d well that to hold ſuch a principle is a ſure mark of unregeneracy: 
ay But the ſurer he is of Heaven, the more it leads lim to a princte 
— pie of ebedience; For ſuppoſe a certain man had two ſors. To 
* the one of them he was to give half his eſtate, and make it ſure 


by deed of gift; and that deed was reviſtered in Court to that 


1 could not be altered. To the other-he would make nothing 
1s, ure; but promiſed to give him the other half of ius eſtate, upon 
he condition of iis good behavior, and would threaten to take it 


way upon every miſdemeanor, Tell me which of theſe two 
= would 
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would reſpe, honor, and obey the father moſt. Pork bt 


Arm. Perhaps he to whom it was mace ſure: But there are ſo 
many in the world who held your principles and lead wigked and 
licentious lives that makes me af aid of the truth of the dectrine. 

Pred. Why truly, if we are to judge of the truth of any doc. 
trines by the evil habits of thoſe who hold them, we ſha l have 
greater reaſon to ſuſpe&t yours than mine; for if you were to 
ſearch the wicked world over, you would find ten men who hold 
the doctrine ct Arminiatilm, to one who holds the doctrine of 
Picdeilinaition, 

Arm Well, it is a great myſtery: it is very hard to find out 
the truth of the matter, My experience teaches me that the Lord 
Joved me before I loved him, and that he turned me, before! 
tur ned to him: but then I had always a dcfiie for my fellow. 
Creatures to be made partakers with me, and theretore I thought 
every body might be ſaved if they would. 

Pred. We ſometimes defire things contrary to God's will, 
W- ovgit to ſubmit to God's will in every thing. 

Arm Are you ſo uncharitable, as to believe no perſon can 


de a Chriſtian, who ig not of your way of thinking? 


Pred. God forbid that I ſhould think ſo! I believe that 
many Chrutiaus, who have be'ter hearts than heads are ſtage 
gered at the doctrine, and cannot underſtand it. I wid anſwer 
you in the language of one of my brother Predeſtinarians, * Not 
ery one tat denies eleRion is a bad man; but it is a very bad 

8 2 

— Well, upon the concluſion of the whole your argu- 
ments ſeem ſeriptural, and rational: but I cannot vet fee fo 
elearly into the truth of thoſe doftrines, as perhaps I may do 
dereafter. When opportunity permits I ſhall be glad to haye 
ſome more converſation on the ſubject. In the mean time fare- 
well, my dear Predeſtinarian, and may the Lord bleſs you. | 

Pred. Conſider what I have ſaid, and may the Lord give 
you underſtanding in all things. The peace of God be with you 

267 = ———_ 
my dear Arminian, Sd 
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The rejection of Falſe Teachers, 
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N Prophet, dreamer of dreams, 
c No maſter of plauſible ſpeech, 


Who looks like an Angel, or ſeems, 
t Like as an Apoſtle to preach : 
| No temper without, nor within, 
No lpirit though ever fo bright, 
X That comes crying out againſt {in 


Or looks like an Angel of light. 
II. 


n Though reaſon, though ſcripture he urge, 
Or ſpeak with the words of a friend, 


pak 
— 
2 5 CK 


a } Or wonderful arguments forge, 
* Or deep revelations pretend: 
my Should meet with a moment's regard, 
4 Ru rather be boldly withſtood, 
It any thing, eaſy. or hard, 
: He preach, ſave the Lamb and his Blood. 
o | 
lo 3 1 
- Remember, O Chriſtian, indeed, 
When {unk under ſentence of death, 
ve When you from your bondage wers freed, 
a Say was it by works, or by faith? 


On Chriſt your efteGions were fixt, 
Through faith in his promiſe and vow, 
With him was there any thing mix, 
And what will you mix with him now ?. 


IV. 
If cloſe to the Lord, you would keep, 
Vevend un his promale alone, 
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His rig hteouſueſs would you: receive; 
Then learn to renounce all your own 2 
The fait h of a Chriſtian indeed, 

Is more than a notion or whim, 
United to Jeſus their head, F 
* draw life and virtue from him. 


De ceiv'd by the Father of Lies, 
Blind guides cry lo here! and lo there! 
By theſe our Redeemer was tried, 
And bid us of ſuch to beware: 
Poor comfort to mourners they give, 
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V. 


Who ſet them to labour in vain, 
And ſtrive with à do this and live, 
To drive them to 9 Egypt again, 


VI. 


But what ſays the Shepherd divine, 
For has bleſſed r muſt we keep, 
The flock, which the Father made mine 
I lay down my life for the Sheep. 


"Tis life everlaſting I give, 

My blood was the price that it coſt, 
Not one that in me doth believe 
Shall ever be finally loſt, 


This God, is the God we adore, _ 
Our faithful unchangeable friend, | 
Whole love is as great as his power, 
And neither knows meaſure nor end. 

Tis Jeſus the firſt and the laſt, 
His {pirit {hall guide us ſafe home, 
We'll praiſe him for all that is be 
4 truſt _ for all that's to S 
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